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BUILDING BIGGER BARNS,
OR BUILDING BIGGER LIVES?

Reflections on the Parable of the Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-21)

In Jesus’s parable of the rich fool in Luke 12:16-21, a
penetrating question materializes: What should we do
with abundance? When God blesses us with more than
we need—more income, more possessions, more
opportunities, more resources—what is the proper
response? This brief story carries a profound warning
and an equally profound invitation.

THE FARMER'S PLAN

Jesus tells of a wealthy farmer whose land produced an
exceptionally abundant harvest. Faced with an
overflowing crop, the farmer asks himself, “What shall
I do? I have no place to store my crops” (12:17 NIV).

His solution seems perfectly reasonable. He decides to
tear down his existing barns and build larger ones. Then
he would store all of his grain and goods for the future.
Once his wealth was safely accumulated, he could relax
and enjoy life: “Eat, drink, and be merry” (12:19).

From a worldly perspective, the farmer’s strategy appears
wise. He is not wasting his resources. He is planning ahead.
He is preparing for future needs. In many ways, Scripture
itself commends prudent saving and wise stewardship.

Yet Jesus surprises us. Instead of praising the farmer,
God calls him a fool (12:20).

Why?

THE PROBLEM IS NOT SAVING

Many readers misunderstand this parable. Jesus is not
condemning all saving or financial planning. Throughout
Scripture, wise stewardship includes preparing for future
responsibilities. Proverbs frequently praises diligence,
foresight, and prudent management of resources.
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The problem is not that the farmer saved.

The problem is that he saved only for himself.
Notice the language throughout the parable.
The farmer’s thoughts revolve entirely around himself:

e My crops

e My barns

e My grain

e My goods

e My future

e My comfort

There is no mention of gratitude to God. There is no thought
for the needs of others. There is no recognition that the
abundance itself came from the Lord. The farmer’s focus

is entirely inward.
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His plan is simple: accumulate more, store more,
and consume more.

God’s assessment reveals the fatal flaw. That very night,
the farmer’s life would end. All the wealth he has carefully
accumulated would be left behind. The question God

asks is devastating:

“Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?”
(12:20)

Everything he has spent his life building would suddenly
belong to someone else.

RICH IN POSSESSIONS; POOR TOWARD GOD

Jesus concludes the parable with these sobering words:
“This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for
themselves but is not rich toward God.” (12:21)

The farmer is materially rich but spiritually impoverished.
He had built bigger barns, but he had not built a bigger life.
He measures success by accumulation rather than by
faithfulness. He views abundance as something to be
hoarded rather than something to be stewarded. He has

forgotten that every blessing carries responsibility.

The tragedy is not that he possessed wealth. The tragedy
is that wealth possessed him.

THE BETTER RESPONSE TO ABUNDANCE

If accumulating more is not the ultimate goal, what should
believers do with abundance?

Thinking biblically suggests a simple answer: share it.
The farmer neglects generosity. Instead of asking how God
might use his abundance to bless others, he focuses solely

on securing his own future.

The Bible consistently teaches a balanced approach
to resources:

e Spend wisely
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e Save prudently
e Give generously

Spending is permitted. Saving is commended. But
generosity is commanded.

God entrusts resources to us not merely for our own benefit
but so that we can participate in his work. We are stewards,
not owners. Everything we have ultimately belongs to him.

When we understand this truth, generosity becomes
cheerful stewardship. We recognize that we are simply
managing God’s resources on His behalf.

WHY IS GENEROSITY SO DIFFICULT?

Jesus’s teaching remains challenging because our culture
constantly pushes us in the opposite direction.

We are surrounded by messages that encourage
accumulation, consumption, and self-protection. We are
told that security comes from having more. Advertising
continually creates new desires. Fear of the future can
tempt us to hold tightly to what we possess.

Yet Jesus reminds us that our security is never found in our

possessions. Life’s meaning does not consist of possessions.
Abundance can become a distraction if it causes us to trust

our resources more than we trust God.

THE JOY OF OPEN-HANDED LIVING
Generosity is not merely a duty; it is a blessing.

When we give, we acknowledge God’s ownership.

We loosen the grip that material things can have on our
hearts. We participate in God’s work of caring for others
and advancing his kingdom.

Moreover, generosity enriches our lives both now and in
eternity. It aligns our priorities with God’s priorities. It
reminds us that true wealth is measured not by what we
keep but by how we invest in what lasts forever.
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The parable’s rich fool spends his life building larger storage
facilities. Jesus calls us to build something far greater—
a life characterized by faith, gratitude, and generosity.

The question is not whether God has blessed us with
abundance. The question is what we will do with it.

Will we build bigger barns?
Or will we use God’s blessings to build bigger lives—
authentic relationships, effective ministries,

and eternal impact?

That is the choice Jesus places before every one of us.
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