
 We often remember Paul’s letter to the Philippians for its 

emphasis on joy and unity, but it also contains one of the 

most beautiful, profound teachings about Christian giving. 

In Philippians 4:10–20, Paul speaks with deep gratitude and 

spiritual insight about the support he received from the 

believers in Philippi. Their generosity wasn’t just practical—

it also represented spiritual maturity and an act of 

worship to God.

From this brief but powerful passage, we can observe several 

key principles, guidelines, and exhortations about giving 

that apply just as much to the church today as they did to 

the first–century believers.

1 . GIVING IS A PARTNERSHIP IN THE GOSPEL

Nevertheless, you did well to share with me in my 
trouble. And as you Philippians know, at the beginning 
of my gospel ministry . . . no church shared with me in 
this matter of giving and receiving except you alone.

PHIL 4:14–15 (NET)

Paul sees the Philippians’ financial support not merely as 

a donation, but as koinonia—a fellowship or partnership 

in his ministry. Their giving wasn’t transactional; it was 

relational and spiritual. It meant sharing in Paul’s trials, 

mission, and rewards.

Here’s the principle: Christian giving is not a one–way 

movement of charity—it’s a two–way partnership. When 

we give to support gospel work, we join in that mission. 

Whether to missionaries, ministries, or local churches, 

giving is one way we can partner with God’s redemptive 

work in the world.

2. GIVING BEARS FRUIT THAT PLEASES GOD

I do not say this because I am seeking a gift. Rather, 
I seek the credit that abounds to your account.

PHIL 4:17 (NET)

Paul assures his readers that he is not greedy or self–serving. 
His greatest joy comes not from the gift itself but from the 
spiritual fruit that results from the givers’ generosity. Their 
giving demonstrates their growth in faith and obedience. 
It’s an investment in eternity.

 This is Paul’s exhortation: Give with the mindset that your 
generosity bears eternal fruit. It’s not about fulfilling an 
obligation but about producing results that glorify God 
and bless others.

3. GIVING IS AN ACT OF WORSHIP

I have all I need because I received from Epaphroditus 
what you sent—a fragrant offering, an acceptable 
sacrifice, very pleasing to God.

PHIL 4:18 (NET)

Paul uses Old Testament imagery here, likening the 
Philippians’ financial support to a sacrifice offered in the 
temple. This elevates giving beyond an administrative or 
financial task—it’s sacred.

 This is a guideline for us: Give as an act of worship. When 
you give to support ministry, approach it with reverence 
and intentionality. Just as singing praises or praying is 
worship, so is generous giving. It honors God when done 
with a sincere heart.

A GEN EROUS H EART:
LESSONS FROM PH I LI PPIANS ABOUT GIVI NG

BY: SCOT T TALBOT

A GENEROUS HEART	 PAGE 01 ©2025 DALL AS THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY	 FOU4387 1



4. GIVING M EETS WITH GOD’S PROVISION

And my God will supply your every need according 
to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.

PHIL 4:19 (NET)

 This is one of the most often quoted verses in the Bible—
and rightfully so. But context matters: This promise is given 
to generous believers. Paul assures the Philippians that God 
sees their sacrificial giving, and he in turn will meet their 
needs out of his abundant riches in Christ.

Let this be an encouragement: Trust that when you 
give generously and faithfully, God will provide for you. 
This doesn’t necessarily mean material wealth or 
prosperity but that your true needs will be met by a loving 
and sovereign Father.

5. GIVING SHOULD BE CONSISTENT 
	 AND INTENTIONAL

On more than one occasion you sent something 
for my need.

PHIL 4:16 (NET)

 The Philippians gave not just once but again and again.
 Their pattern proved consistent and purposeful. This 
demonstrates a lifestyle of generosity, not just a 
moment of compassion.

 This ought to be our standard: Cultivate a rhythm of 
giving. Budget for generosity. Form a habit of supporting 
gospel work, not just during holidays or emergencies. 
Like the Philippians, look for opportunities to give “on 
more than one occasion.”

4. GIVING THAT GLORIFIES GOD

 The Philippians gave out of love, partnership, and 
worship – and Paul praised their generosity not for how 
it benefited him but for what it revealed about them. 
Their giving honored God, blessed others, and bore fruit 
that echoed into eternity.

 God calls us as believers today to give with the same 
heart: faithfully, joyfully, and worshipfully. Whether 
supporting your local church, global missions, or 
individuals in need, remember that your generosity is 
a fragrant offering to the Lord.

Like the Philippians, let us become known as a generous 
people—cheerful givers who reflect the extravagant 
grace of Christ.

May glory be given to God our Father forever 
and ever. Amen.

PHIL 4:20 (NET)
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